Grmek is admirably receptive to the socio-cultural shaping of responses to epidemic disease. Pointing out the irony of the fact that Susan Sontag's Illness as metaphor (1979) appeared on the very brink of the emergence of AIDS, he draws upon her perception that every age gets the symbolic disease it deserves to explore the metaphorical freighting of AIDS. Clearly aware that the ban upon figurative language called for by Miss Sontag in her AIDS and its metaphors (1988) flies in the face of all history, Grmek shows how the traditional metaphors surrounding epidemics have been conscripted both to fight the spread of the infection as well as to stigmatize sufferers. Not least, the historian cannot be hors de combat. Unashamedly using the language of "la lutte contre cette maladie", Grmek Marks. In many ways the most successful chapter is the final presentation, ' The curious career of internal medicine' by Rosemary Stevens, who deals skilfully with the vexed issues of general specialist versus sub-specialist and the other tensions which beset internal medicine. Despite the questions of "power, politics and professionalism", which "jostle uneasily for prominence as internal medicine struggles for consensus over purpose and mission in an environment dominated by health care systems", she concludes that "internal medicine holds a pivotal position in American medicine". Its leaders and institutions have great power and for this reason will play an enormously important role in the future development of American medicine and the American medical profession.
Whether 
